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Christian Carrigan, Director, SBN 197045

. Yvonne West, Attorney IV, SBN 221414
Office of Enforcement
California State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I St., 16™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone (916) 322-3626

- Fax (916) 341-5896

Attorneys for Applicant:

' California Regional Water Quahty Control Board,
Central Valley Region

‘SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

_IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SHASTA

- IN THE MATTER OF THE lN SPECTION OF No.
' Baker Ridge Parcels AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
APNs 041-270-003-000, 041-270- 014 000 INSPECTION WARRANT

041-300-006-000, 041-300-033- 000, 041—300 034- 000,
and 041-300 035-000

(Code Civ. Proc., § 1822,50 et seq.)
('Wat Code, §§ 1051 13267)

e’ N N N N N N/

I Clmt Snyder, declare as follows

1. -1 am employed by the Reglonal Water Quality Control Board for the Central Valley

Region (“Central Valley Water Board” or “Board”) in the Board’s Reddmg office. Thavea

Bachelor of Sc1ence in Geology from the Cahforma State Umversrty, Chico. Ihave been

N employed by the Central Valley Water Board since 2008 Pnor to Workmg for the Central

Valley Water Board, I had been employed by VESTRA Resources, Inc. from January 2002 to

May 2.008 and SHN Consulting Engineers and Geologists, Inc., ‘ﬁonl July 2001 to January 2002. -

During my employment with VESTRA Resources, I was a Senior Geologist, prirrcipal,_and

member of the Board of Directors.
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2. . During my time Wrth the Cen'tral.Valley Water Board, I have worked in yarious
programs; including permitting, enforcement, inspections, site cleanup, underground storage
tanks (USTs), and landﬁlls.‘ From Janvary 2011 through February 2013, I Was the Supervising'
Seni'or for the UST, Site Cleanup, and Land Disposal Unit of the Central Valley Water Board‘ I
am currently the Assistant Executive Ofﬁcer in the Reddmg Ofﬁce of the Central Valley Water..
Board and manage the Redding ofﬁce | . |

3 _ As -Ass-1stant Executwe Ofﬁcer of the 'Central Valley Water Board’s Redding office, I .
provide Ex'eoutive' Management oyersight for all proérarns conducted by the Board including,.

Point Source and Non-Point Source Discharge Programs, Water 'Qualityv_Certitication, Storm

Water, Timber Harvest, l\dines, Site. Cleanup, Underground' Storage Tanks, Land Disposal,

Dairies, Irrigated Lands, and Enforcement Pro grams. ‘My duties at the Central Valley Water A

Board include oyersight of environmental investigations at various facilities and properties

- throughout the region for the type and character of water code violations that are ﬁ'equently .

associated with marij'uana eultivation,. suoh as, discharges of Wastes“in'cluding, but not hrmted to,
earthen materials, chemical reagents, cement wastes, or petroleum products, affect or'threaten to
affect the quality of yvaters of the state | |

4. I am also the Central Valley Water Board’s Lead Prosecution Ofﬁcer for all matters .'
ongmatmg from the Reddlng Office. This includes Adn:umstra‘uve Civil Liability Complamts
Cleanup and Abatement Orders issued pursuant to Water Code section 13304 and all orders for
techmcal reports issued pursuant to-Water Code section 13267, and water qualrty certifications - .
1ssued pursuant to section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act. |

5. | This affidavit is made in SU.pport of the Central Valley Water Board’s request for an

Inspectlon Warrant pursuant to Code’ of C1v11 Procedure section 1822.5 0 et seq., Water Code
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section 13267, subdivision (c), and Watér Code section 105 1; to establish reasorr to believe that '

| conditions of nehCOrlformi’cy with the Water C'ode regarding the culﬁvation of marijilana and

related activities may ex1st at the property described below; and to set forth reasons why it is -
necessary to have law enforcement personnel accompary the Central Valley Water Board for the

mspectron.

- PROPERTY

’6. : ., The properties to be inspected are located along B.aker Ridge Road in Shasta County,

Assessor’s Parcel Nuniber's (APNs)'. 041-‘270—003-000 041-270;014-000 041-300-006-000,
041 300-033-000 041 300 034 000 and 041—300 035-000 (collecnvely referred to.as the |
“Property”) Plats and aenal photographs of the Property are attached as Exhibit A hereto. The
Property to be mspected is within the jurisdiction of the Central Valley Water Board. .Accordmg '

to County records, the current owners of the individual parcels that make up the Property are'ae‘ '

follows:
APN o Owner o Address
041-,2'70-003-000 | Siller Bretilers INC . ' 1255 Smith Rd, .

| | | | " YubaCity,CA 95991
041-270-014-000 ' Johnathan Camara & o | P.0. Box 372,

| Leiko Edmoundson | | . Igo, CA 96047

041300-006-000  RobertF. & Maria D, Scott PO, Box 2133,

. | |  Redway, CA 95560
041-300-033-000  William Clagstt - .~ 362818" st,

| | . San Francisco, CA 94110
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041-300-034-000  Charles A. & Sheila M TR 3335 Placer St. #166,

. DeNuccio - Redding, CA 96001
041:300-035-000 Christopher Cordes . 101 South F St,
| Pensacola, FL 32502
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

7. Ce‘ntralA Valley Water B:oard- staff has received.‘ information from representatives trom the
Shasta Connty Depaitment of Resource Management and the Department of Fish and Wildlife
that a person or persons on the Jl’roperty likely conducted unpermitted ’marijuana cultivation |
operations; along- wtth associated acﬁvitiee including grading, road construction, construction
debris, construction of strearn crossrngs, storage and nse',of chemicals and/or “'fertilizers, fuel -
taﬁks, stream ‘diversion stream dredging, in-stream dams; and structures " Exhibit B isa report
prepared at my drrectron summanzmg the mvestlgatlon and mformatron obtamed to date. T

1ncorporate Exhlblt B as if set forth fully here I have dlscussed the content of exhibit B W1th

M. J ohn Tomasello from the Shasta County Department of Resource Management and

Lieutenant DeWayne Little from the Cahforma Department of Fish and W11d11fe (CDFW) Iam .
fully appnsed of the mvestrgatron they conducted as set forth in Exh1b1t B. I declare that Exh1b1t
Bis a true and correct summary of that mvest1gat10n to the best of my knowledge and belief. . :
3. As deseribed in Fxhibit C, Patrol Lieutenant DeWayne Little of the CDFW, along with
members of the: Shasta County Sheriff Marijuana'Invesﬁgations Tea.m ‘condncted several
overﬂrghts of the Igo- Ono area durmg the spnng and summer of 2014. Durmg these overﬂrghts

they observed large scale gradmg and the 1nsta11at10n of marlJuana cultrvatlon mfrastructure on

Affidavit in Support of
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Baker erge Based on his experrence Lt. Little believes that the site possess a s1gmﬁcant threat
to the waters of the State |
9. On October 22™ 2014 Mr. Marc Pelote and Mr. John Tomasello conducted an inspection
of the Property. That afterﬁoOn, they reported to the Central Valley Water Board that- erosion and
sediment control measures implemented at the site are failing.- Ei(hibit B 'includes photos,.taken
by Mr. Marc ?elote and M. J ohn Tomasello' on 22 October 2014. The CDFW and Shasta

County Department of Resour'ce Management have rerluested the Central Valley Water Board to -

- conduct an inspection of the Property

10. In my expenence and Judgment man_]uana cu1t1vat10n and unperxmtted gradmg activities - -

hke those documented in the photographs prov1ded in Exhibit B and C, and descrrbed by Mr

-Tomasello, Mr. Pelote, and Lt. Little, may be assoc1ated w1th conditions of and/or threatened

conditions of, pollution or nuisance resulting from discharges of waste to tvaters of the State and
of the United‘ States involving chemicals and)or hazardous Wastes ﬁ'om- pesticides; fertilizers and |
leaking fuel tanks or other chemical storage containers, earthen matenals ﬁom gradlng, road
constructlon, stream dredgmg, m—stream dams and. construction debris from constructmg
structures and roads, in v1olat10n of the Porter-Cologne Water Quahty Control Act (Wat Code §
13000 et seq.) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U. S C.§1251et seq) Such
activities may also be assoc1ated with the d1ver51on use vand/or storage of Water in violation of
the Cahforma Water Code (Wat. Code §§ 1052(a) and 5101). |

CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BOARD LEGAL AUTHORITY

11, Water Code sect10n 13050, subd1v131on (d) defines waste as “any and all other Waste

sub_stances, liguid, solid, gaseous, or rad10act1ve,' associated wrth human hab1tat10n,~ or of human
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- or animal origin, or from any producing, manufacturing, or processing operation, including waste

placed within containers of whatever nature prior to, and for purposes of, disposal.”

12.  Pursuant to Water Code section 13260, any pérson discharging Waste, or proposing to

.'discharge waste, that could affect the quality of the waters of the state niusLt ﬁle i report of Waste

discharge. A report of Waste dmcharge prov1des techmcal mformatlon necessary to evaluate the
waste discharge mcludmg, but not lnmted to, waste characteristics, geolo gic and climatologic

characterrstics of the discharge site and surrounding reg10n, installed features operation plans for ,
waste contmnment, and precipitation and drainage oontrols. |

13.  Water Code section 13267, subdivision (a) authorizes the Central Valley Water Board to

- v“_investigate the_quality- of any water of the state within the Central Valley Region. Section

13267, subdivision (c) states that the Central Valley Water Bo'ard “niay inspect the facilities of '
any person to ascertam whether the purposes of [the Porter—Cologne Water Quahty Control Act
(Cal Wat Code § 13000 et seq )] are bemg met.”

14.  Pursuant to Water Code sect10n 1052, subd1v1sron @, “the dlversion or use of water

subject to [D1v131011 2 of the Water Code] other than as authonzed [m D1v131on 2] isa trespass

‘Water Code section 5 101 requires that persons who divert water shall file annual statements of
diversion and use with the State Water Resources Control Board. .

15 Water Cc')de' section 1051 authorizesthe Board to investigate streams and stream systems,

take testimony in .'regards to water rights or water use, and to “ascertain whether or not water.
heretofore filed upon or attempted to-be appropriated is appropriated under the laws of this:

State.”
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SCOPE OF INSPECTION

16.

The: purpose of the Inspectlon Warrant isto determine the existence of and if extant, the

 sources of waste discharge or threat of discharge to surface waters, surface water dramage

courses, or ground water. and the compliance of those sources. with the Porter Cologne Water

Quality C’ontrol Act (Wat. Code § i3000 et .seq..) and the Federa1‘ Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §

1251 et seq) and to determine the existence of diversions of surface waters and if extant, the -

comphance of those d1ver51ons with the California Water Code (Wat. Code § 1000 et seq )

17,

The mspectlon shall include entermg upon and conducting a wsual mspect1on of the

entire Property and conducting and documenting such mspection by taking such samples and:
reviewing such writings and records that are kept and maintained on the Property as is necessary

to determine comp]iance With tlre statutory provisions cited above. The inspection may include:.

(aj entermg the Property, observmg the phys1ca1 conditions of the Property, and any

eqmpment located thereon and any operatrons, processes.or other activities bemg

- -conducted thereon, mcludmg, but not limited to, water diversmns, graded areas,

- cultivated areas, road crossings, disposal areas, ponds, surface drainages, watercourses,

material stockpiles, storage, and buildings located on the Property;

(b) ta.king photo graphs and video of the physical conditions '_of the Property and any

. equipment located thereon and any operatiofis, processes or other activities being

conducted thereon;
© questioning of or conferring with persons preSent on the Property privately to

obtain information bearing on whether violations of the laws and regulations occurred; “

(@) - the measurement of the pumping rate, if extant; the measurement of each

reservoir’s area, dam height, and diversion facilities, if extant; -

Affidavit in Support of , ' R
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' (e)‘ collecting and analyzing samples of vtater' raw, graded processed or stored
materials, chemical, fuel  waste, and/or other stored or contamed matenals
(f)  testing for water pollutants mclud.mg but not lmnted to sedrment fert]hzers and
pesticrdes, from anysource Whether mechanical, process or natural; | i
(g 4' .inspecting and duplicating any Writings and records of spills or ernergencies,
busin'eés plans, contingency plans, or any other inforniation authorized under California
Water Code section 13267 subdiwsmn (c)
18.  The nature of the manJuana culnvation operations and CDFW’s reports raise concerns
regarding the timeliness of executing the warrant, partlcularly the. need to enstre that the 0wners

or occupants do not tamper with evidence, making it reasonably necessary to exectte the .

Inspection Warrant without proxdding at least twenty-four hour notice. I request that permission

be given to conduct the inspection without notifying the 'OWn_ers or operators of the Property in
advance of executmg the warrant. | o

19. The Central Valley Water Board antlclpates the execution of the Inspection Warrant may .
be adversarial and the potentlal for physmal v101ence may be present I request that perrmssmn

be given to conduct the mspectmn accompamed by the Sheriff and/or other law enforcement
personnel, and CDEW’S Law Enforcement Division.

20. . .. Due to'the nature of th_e marijuana cultiVation operations and CDFW”S reports, I request '
that permission’ be gi\ren to conduct the ins'pection w1th force including but not limited to cutting .‘
chains or forcing open door locks necessa.ry to execute this Inspectaon Warrant, authonzmg law

enforcement personnel to detain any persons on the Property who resist, obstruct, or mterfere

’Wlﬂ’l Central Valley Water Board staff or law enforcement personnel in executing this Inspection

Warrant;
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WHEREFORE, I respectﬁllly request an hlépection Wenant be issued pursuant to Code of ;‘
Civil Procedure ‘sec,tions 1822.50 et‘ seq: to Pamela'C. Creedon, Executive Ofﬁoer of the
Caiifornia Regdonai W_ater Quality Controi Board, Central Valley Region, her agents, end
employees to ﬁermit an inspection and investigation of the Property-named aBoye, assetforth = -

fully in the. in_spection Warrant.

T declare under penalty of peljury that the. foregomg is true and correct to the best of my

knowledge mforma’uon, and bellef

Executed this '2 4 ,gay of October 2014 at S wrfo " County, California.

s

Mr. Clint Snyder

Assistant Executive Officer : '
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Reglon

|, Subscribed and sworn before me on this I)M day of October 2014.

M ﬂ/lﬂrbfh/

Judge .
of the Supenor Court Shasta County
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